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* In an upper story of the Bond farm
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Kane County’ ilil)' court-
rooim; but'lghtly clad, and
in ahject fenr, Mary Bond
attracted the attention of
a-trowd that had-asseii-
bled, drawn by the strapge
gpectacle,

Her eyes hlinked in tha
bright light of the sui-
shine, n vacant expression
upon her foce, the unfor-
woman presented

tunate
n remarkable appear
estlon her, paying
physiclans

aAnce.

Ignoring all attempts to qu
no heed to the efforts of the judge,
or jury, the latter being: simmoned Lo Inquire
fnto her, mental condition, she lay all but mao-
tionless upon the pallet upon which she waf
earried into the Courthouse. Mozt of the time
gho kept her hands over her eyes to shut out
the glare of the light that streamed in through
the windows.

Sented upon chairs near her were twa other
women, also the principals in a mental inquisi-
tion. They were Mra Willlam Bond, mother
of the one who was lylng upon the floor, while
as Mrs. Addie Bond Edwards, the

married doughter of Mrs, Bond and older sls-

o ter of Mary.

All three women wero taken Into custody

* together, forming the most extraordinary case

in the history of the Illinols courts,

Mary Bond had been found in a small closet
house near
Elburn, 111, She had been in this narrow apart-
ment for twenty-six years, according to testi-
mony, Her only attendants were the mother
and dayghter, who hnd beon mken. into custody
with her, The minds of both had been stricken
as a result of the patlent care of the younger
child, It was o pathetle sequel to a quarter of
a century of self-sacrifice.

Mary Bond was kept from the knowledge of

the {nguisitive and gosslping publie by her sad-
.\ dened parents and slster, and thelr efforts met

with greater success thon many of the wealthy
class, who strive -to keep some famlily secret.
They probably would have been succesful in
_ mvolding all publicity to the end but for the
unexpected elimax ‘when the mother and sister
algo fell victims to the mental disorder that
hiad siricken the younger child,

Thare was but one witness when the extraor-
Ainary cass was brought before the Kane Coun-
‘ty Court. This was John Edwards, the hus-
pand of Addle Bond, the elder sister. His story
wa stoll In & simple, straightforward manner
that carried complete conviction, and was lis-
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téned to wiih aleorbing.interest by judge, jury,
physicians and tha throng that packed the
room. He was nsked by the judpe to go Dack
'to_thp beghming and rolate every detall of the
family history that wes known to him in order
to supply a complete recond, not only for his
own court, hut also ‘for the Hospital of the
Ineane, -to which the strangely conatituted trio
were destinel. '

Fdwards complied, and his remarkable tale
created general amazement, even among tha
veteran atinches of tho court. snd-this was
Edwards' story:

Willlaim Bond and wife, the parents of Mary

and Addie Dond, were natives of New Jarsey,
residing In Newark. The head of the family
was emploved In o factory there for o number
of years, bul found it 4ifilcult to make ends
meet and supply comforts for his lttle family.
Hoth the hushand and wife were hard-working,
God-fearing people, alttending strictly to thelr
own business, and geeking favors or charity
from no one. Their first great affliction, and
which developed into an: nalmost overpowering
one, came when Mary, the youngest daughter,
was stricken with spinal meningitis when she
was 18 months of age. There was 10 cure and
she became liclpless,

Her condition added to the distress of the
parents. It was declded that something muet
be done to Inorease the family income and,
neting upon the advize of o friend, Bond nnd
hig wife declded to emigrate to Centrai Tilinola
and engage In farming. Mary was becoming a
grenter care, Her mind was falllng with her
lody, and tho parents found Il mecessary to
keep her hidden from view in order to prevent
the unpleasint comment of the nelghbors.

1t was impossibla to keep all knowledge of
{he condition of the child from the people of
the vicinity, but they hoped that upon a farm,
ramote from other familles, it might be posslble,
Thelr resolve was tiaken and, converting their
possesslons Inlo cash, the Bonds, with thelr
two daugliters, Mary and Addle, started for Il-
linols, They found & farm near Elburn, which
suited them, ond they purchased It, They man-
aged to reach thelr new tome without meeting
any people of the community, and they wers
eareful ‘to aveld all communication with those
arcund’ them,

The result was that the invalld daughter wis
earrled into the farmhouse without any one
suspecting that she was:a mental incompstent
o that thio family was desirlods of Keeping
{helr aftairs Tidden from the knowledgs of thoso

about them, [ i )

'r_‘lm homestead  selécted.. was & two-storys
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ARY BOND was
kept in a small
closet in an upper story
of the Bond farm
house, near Elburn, Ill.;
for twenty-six years,
according to the testi-
mony of her brother-
in-law, John Edwards.

The secret of her
condition did not get
out until Mary’s moth-
er lost her mind and
Edwards found one
day that his wife, too,
had become insane
with the worry.
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structure, At the rear of the upper story (ha
fnther constructed a closet 12 feet |n length by
# feet In width, which was so arranged as td be
‘completely hidden from the view of any yisior
who might possibly go to that portlon of lhe
rosldence, This closet wns without a window.
There wna & door, but it was declded to remoye

it from its hinges and partially cover the open-
ing with 'a blanket. This permitted the -
trance of alr, but very little light entered the
cell-likke apartment. It was Jjust possible lo
see the outllhes of the interior and that wus
all. '

There was no bed in the closet. Theres wis
no joom. Instead, & narrow mattress with o
few covers, furnished the only couch that Mary
Bond knew In twenty-glx years, Thera she hiy
for more than a quarter of a century, probably
naver leaving thet room In all that period. ' o
far as John Edwards knew, she naver left |t
until she wnas carried out of It by deputy sher-
iffs to the Kane County Courthouser

~Thh vears passed. The Bonds !gnored thr
nelghbors, and the latter, taking the hint, g
inored the Bonds, No one suspected the "11'\'1:15
skeleton In the closet,” and, while there wps
some gosslp concerning the noncommuniealive
policy of the mysterlous famlly, no one caril
particularly; s ]

Five years ago, William Bond dled, worn oyt
by a lifa of hard toll ‘and worry, The burdm
of managing the farm fell upgn the wife and
daughter, Addje,

They engaged o stalwart’ young man, John
Edwards, to work for them, He proved a WIL;-

ing employe and was falthful In all things. . He,

proposed marrlage to Addie Bond, wis accepted ©

and they betame man and wife. This was i
rellat to the mother and daughter, as Edwardi
took entire charge of the farm work and lelt
gimply the management of the dwelling to the
women folks. ik L0
Two years aftef the marrlage of Addle and
Edwards, they noticed o change in the mother,
She began to become hysterical and nérvoui,
There came, at last, o complate breakdown. The
fong .years of constant care of the younger
daughter, finally, had its effect, Mary Bonil
was now 46 years of nge, Yt still ahe lived, i
prisoner {n & farm, unknown to the world and
not knowing anything of 70} b
mother was not violant, but quear and eccentric,
The married daughter and her husband accep!.
ed the new, burden with' thelr usual stolldity,
and the lite in the Bond family went on with
tho same monotony, but atill without informing
the nelghbors of what was transpiring. ©
& 'rfhen came anotbér change, Tha'mind of thy
mavried ' doughter began tofbe affecteds’ The
burden of caring for Mary ‘nnd #lso ‘tia mother
| mapped. the imentality of the wife of John“Ed:
wards, and the latter wa

EE

the world,  The:

8 ‘overwhelmedd with 1and wrapped.in blankets.
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this new misfortune, He wondered what the
end would be. The work of caring for the Im=
prisohed daughter and the iwo mentally dls-
traught women, now foll ‘wpon hilm, He was as
patient &nd forbearing na had bean the parents
of and slater of Mary Bond, The weeks passed
and they brought a cruel changoe Into the: life
of John Hdwards. His wite became violent,

Difering In her  mental fallire from that of
the mother, she theratened him, The mother
was qulet and Inoffensive, as Waa the daughter
In the closet. Not so tha elder daughter. Id-
wards had to be constantly upon hils guard.
Foally, early In 'the present, month, Adille
pelfed a huge butaher knife, and endeavored to
stal her husband, shrieking at the top of lee
volee. Badly, the husband weired the wife and
dizarmed her'and then left the homestead, He
had reached the climax.

Tarnessing the family horso, he drove to the
county seat and related hls extraordinary atory
ta the sherlff and nsked that the three women be
placdd’ lq An asylum for the Insane. No time
was loat In respecting his request,. A large nu-
tomoblle wns obtained, and with two depthy
sheriffs, Edwards returned to the homestead to
oxedute the strangs commisaion,

‘The officers’ were able to persunde the molher
and married daughtor to onter the car and they
werd passlve during the entiro time, making o
resistince and accepting the word of the three

-

mén without'questioning. - There wyas o marked
change in the pacific situation, howeyer, when
the-two stalwart deputies visited ho hidden re-
treat of the upper Etory and there discovered
the younger daughter, firat disclosed to the pry=
Mg ‘eyes of strangers ufter so iiny yesdrs of
peivacy. She was! carrled out into the hallway.
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Disturbed from her guietude
the firat time in & guarter,
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MYSTERY CA
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a0d solifude) for

of & cantury, the

prisoner emitted n serfes of shrieks, renlizing,
even with her vacant mind, that someathing rad-

ically untoyrhrd was taking place, and thatiate, °

“wis In posalble danger.
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H | mother and’ daughter
in the antomoblls wete roused from the
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« llyes alone

John Hdwards niow alone with e
tained' closet of mystery.

and ran to the house Lo rescue the long=hidd
prisuner, The two uttacked the officers Hert
ono of, thes deputidy Nelng seyersly’ Herato
and bitten befork the fronaled wbinen o uld
suhdued. Tdwards wiu uble to quist them
then tho strange Jouriey fo 'the Courtd
was comimenced. RNHPELL =
Unahle to sit In' a chalr, having lain foR
*long upon the mattress In her darlitl_ii"
Mary Bond wis depoaited ‘upon’ the Aok
Fdwards was tolling hlg narratiye in sourt
lay without apy spparint interest in'theip
ceedings. Mopt of the lime her arm 5
her fuce, and she hudllsd up a8 if anxious
conbon! horsel . Y41 ] pis s g o
There’ wia no | dissenl among the
and jurymen who heard the ‘testlmonyy
extraordinary trlo were at once commil

)

the Elgin Hospital for (he Insane. THeY W
given o complete examinatlon by &m;’j
of the atite Instithition and evéery effdrts

made to bffect an improyemsnt in til
tofity. VA AT e
The cage of Mary Bond'ia Hopeleas He

his long inde bieen so cmplately .\‘t«td
b {ncurable. There ls i ohance that treaf

may effect @ ciire for (he'‘mother and e
dnughter, cihf M
gupt. H, J. Gahogan of the Eigin: hosp
doeply Interasted in'the Band patiental !
see that théy are glven upecial attent !
asked to make n statement of thelr:
mnid; ; Lot
wwhile It 1 very renmirkable at
not unusual to find theis various, odd"
of llying among the finiine er[lqpb[f
.paring) this case, many examples of \n
ars found among YAgrants mnd luqsgﬂ.
antly having drifted’ thtotigh lack '!f
tnto. the: dirsction of Tetkt Tesist u#
merely. roving, Othe e _gf’-';
stances at home, might fir ¢
and ‘ prasent an_eccantrle a=tp
ways, The Borid patienls wiil’ recetye’s
of care, and, in the ocass of thiﬁ'
dider dnughter, ara resonding wells
ment. - The mother s qliits “frail ‘an
most of Hpr tlme in hed~ The olfer
15 dbing quite ‘well 'in &) physical |
yonnger: s extremely. thin and badly
physically.!* LR
Mary Bond, the prineipal™
periange, has neyer wofn st
inyalid when o, babe, ‘and r&
walk, the parents foiirid fo
AN UNNSCERSATY GXPENs, |
forty-six years of existence sh
‘shoes of any description, Her
wida interest and many lnqu
\rected to Bupt. Gahagan iy ze

s ;
~ for many ¥

the 50
i pationtly &walting the outee
‘‘sient of his wife. HeI
. bo restored to him, fully st



